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The SCAR-MarBIN “area of interest” is the Southern Ocean in its wide sense, as used by oceanographers (e.g. Deacon 1984, Tréguer & Jacques 1992, Longhurst 1998, Rintoul 2007). 

The priority however is the Antarctic region (Southern Ocean s.s. or “Antarctic Ocean”), i.e. the water masses extending south of the Polar Front (formerly known as the Antarctic Convergence) to the coasts of the Antarctic continent. All taxa occurring south of the Polar Front should be included in RAMS, as well as (as far as possible) all georeferenced records in SCAR-MarBIN.
The sub-Antarctic region, here defined as the expanses of water extending  from the Polar Front in the south to the Subtropical front in the north (see precisions below), will be covered in a second step.

A general map of the SCAR-MarBIN area of interest can be found at http://www.scarmarbin.be/photo_gallery.php?album=238&pic=15649
The location of the various hydrographic fronts of the Southern Ocean is based on Orsi et al. (1995), as modified by Moore et al. (1999) for the location of Antarctic Polar Front south of Kerguelen Islands on the Kerguelen Plateau. 

See AAD Southern Ocean maps 2006, downloadable as pdf’s at: 
http://www.scarmarbin.be/documents/sthn_ocean_west_300dpi_13276.pdf
http://www.scarmarbin.be/documents/sthn_ocean_east_300dpi_13277.pdf
Antarctic ZONE (Southern Ocean s.s.): 

- True northern limit: Antarctic Polar Front (or Antarctic Convergence, 48°S to 63°S, convenient average limit: 55°S). 

- Operational northern limits for data coverage needs (see map): 

South Atlantic

- Between 60°W and 50°W: 

57°S

- Between 50°W and 30°E:

50°S (same limits as CCAMLR)

Indian Ocean

- Between 30°E and 80°E: 

50°S

- Between 80°E and 150°E:

55°S (same limits as CCAMLR)

South Pacific

- Between 150°E and 60°W:

60°S (same limits as CCAMLR)

SUB-ANTARCTIC ZONE


- True southern limit: the Antarctic Polar Front

- True northern limit: the northernmost  limit of the Southern Ocean s.l. i.e. the northern limit of the extension of the sub-Antarctic water masses, which corresponds to the (nearly) circumpolar sub-Tropical Front (30°S to 47°S, convenient average limit: 43°S).

 In addition to the open ocean zones defined by hydrographic fronts, the SCAR-MarBIN “area of interest” has also to take into account the sub-Antarctic coastal zones, in particular in southern South America (i.e. the sub-Antarctic Magellanic biogeographic province; see e.g. Boltovskoy et al. 1999; Lopez Gappa et al. 2006; De Broyer et al. 2007) and the various islands of the sub-Antarctic region (e.g. the New Zealand sub-Antarctic islands such as The Snares, Antipodes and Bounty; see e.g. Knox 1987)

- Operational northern limits for data coverage needs (see map): 

South Atlantic and Indian Ocean

 - Between 65°W and 140°E: 
43°S

Pacific Ocean

- Between 140°E and 176°W: 
48°S


- Between 176°W and 80°W:
45°S


- Between 80°W and 72°W:

41°S
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